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THE PROPHET JOSEPH SMITH. 


— 


Having lifted a warning voice to which the eye naturally rested with 
multitudes in all this region of country, | interest, and was never weary of be- 
I now took leave, and repaired again holding. His countenance was ever 
to the western part of New York, and | mild, affable, beaming with intelli- 
to the body of the Church. gence and benevolence; mingled with 

On our arrival, we found that bro- | a look of interest and an unconscious 
ther Joseph Smith, the translator of | smile, or cheerfulness, and entirely 
the Book of Mormon, had returned | freé from all restraint or affectation of 
from a to his father’s resi- | gravity; and there was something 
dence in nchesier, near Palmyra, | connected with the serene and steady 
and here I had the pleasure of seeing | penetrating glance of his eye, as if he 
him for the first time. would penetrate the deepest abyss of 

He received me with a hearty wel- | the human heart, gaze into eternity, 
come, and with that frank and kind | penetrate the heavens, and compre- 
manner so universal with him in after | hend all worlds. 
years. : He possessed a noble boldness and 

On Sunday we held meeting at his | independence of character; his man- 
house; the two large rooms vere ner was easy and familiar; his rebuke 
filled with attentive listeners, and he | terrible as the lion; his benevolence 
invited me to preach. I did so, and unbounded as the ocean; his intelli- 
afterwards listened with interest to a gence universal, and his language 
discourse from his own mouth, filled | abonnding in original elcquence pecu- 
with intelligence and wisdom. We liar to himself—not polished — not 
repaired from the meeting to the| studied—not smvothed and softened 
water's edge, and, at his request, II by education and refined by art; but 
baptized several persons. flowing forth in ita own native simpli- 

resident Joseph Smith was in per- | city, and profusely abounding in 
aon tall and well built, strong and | variety of subject and manner. He 
active; of a light complexion, light | interested and edifled, while, at the 
hair, blue eyes, very little beard, and | same time, he amused and entertained 
of an expression peculiar to himself, on : his audience; and none listened to 
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him who were ever weary with his 
discourse. I have even known him to 
retain a eongregation of willing and 
anxious listeners for many hours toge- 
ther, in the midst of cold or sunshine, 
rain or wind, while they were laughing 
at one moment and weeping the next. 
Even his most bitter enemies were 
generally overcome, if he could once 


get their ears. 


I have known him when chained 
and surrounded with armed murderers 
and assassins, who were heaping upon 
him every possible insult and abuse 
rise up in the majesty of a son of God 
and rebuke them, in the name of Jesus 
Christ, till they quailed before him, 
dropped their weapons, and, on their 
knees, begged his pardon, and ceased 
their abuse. 

In short, in him the characters of a 
Daniel and a Cyrus were wonderfully 
blended. The gifts, wisdom, and 


devotion of a Daniel were united with 
the boldness, courage, temperance, 
rseverance, and generosity of a 
yrus. And had he been spared a 
martyr’s fate till mature manhood and 
age, he was certainly endowed with 
powers and ability to have revolution- 
ized the world in many respects, and to 
have transmitted to posterity a name 
associated with more brilliant and 
glorious acts than has yet fallen to 
the lot of mortal. As it is, his works 
will live to endless ages, and unnum- 
bered millions yet unborn will mention 
his name with honor, as a noble in- 
strument in the hands of God, who, 
during his short and youthful career, 
laid the foundation of that kingdom 
spoken of by Daniel, the Prophet, 
which should break in pieces all other 
kingdoms and stand forever.—Auto- 
of Parley P. Pratt. 


[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


WASHINGTON’S 


VISION. 


ms wir or 1812 anp oF 1861 REVEALED TO HIM.—ANOTHER WAR IN 1877. 


The last time I ever saw Anthony 
Sherman was on the 4th of July, in 
1849, in Independence Square. He 
was then ninety-one, and becoming 
very feeble; but though so old, his 
dimming eyes rekindled as he looked 
at Independence Hall, which he said 
he had come to gaze u once more 
before he was gathered home. 

„What time is it?” said he, raising 
his trembling eyes to the clock in the 
steeple, and endeavoring to shade the 
fermer with a trembling hand. 

„What time is it? I can’t see so 
well as I used to.” 

„Half - past three.” 

„Come then, he continued, let 
us go into the Hall; I want to tell 
yeu an incident in Washington’s life— 
one which no one alive knows of except 
myself, and if you live you will before 
long see it verified. 

Mark me, I am not superstitious, 
bat you will see it verified. 

Reaching the visitor's room, in 
which the sacred relics of our days are 
preserved, we sat down upon one of 
the old-fashioned wooden benches, 
aed my venerable friend related to me 


the following narrative, which from the 
peculiarity of our national affairs at 
the present time, I have been induced 
to give to the world. I give it as 
nearly as possible in his own words :— 
When the bold action of our Con- 
gress, in asserting the Independence 
of the colonies, became known in the 
world, we were laughed at and scoffed 
at as silly, presumptuous rebels, whom 
the British grenadier would tame into 
submission; but, undauntedly, we 
pared to make good what we said. 
he keen encounter came, and the 
world knows the result. It is easy 
and pleasant for those of the present 
neration to talk and write of the 
ays of 76, but they little know, 
neither can they imagine, the trials 
and sufferings of those fearful days. 
And there is one thing I much fear, 
and that is, that the American people 
do net properly appreciate the boon of 
freedom. Party spirit is 


stronger, and unless it is checked, 

at no distant day undermine and tum- 
ble into ruin the noble spirit of the 
Republic. But let me hasten to my 
narrative. 
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From the opening of the revolution 
we experienced all phases of fortune— 
now good and now ill; at one time 
victorious, at another conquered. 

The darkest period we had, how- 
ever, was, I think, when Washington, 
after several reverses, retreated to 
Valley Forge, where he resolved to 
pass the winter of 76. Ah! I have 
often seen the tears coursing down our 
dear old commander’s careworn cheek, 
as he would be conversing with a con- 
fidential officer about the condition of 
hia poor soldiers. You have doubtless 
heard the story of Washington going 
to the thicket to pray. Well, it is not 
only true, but he used often to pray 
in secret for aid and comfort from 
God, the interposition of whose divine 
providence brought us safely through 
those dark days of tribulation. 

One day—I remember well — the 
chilly wind whistled and howled 
through the leafless trees, though the 
sky was cloudless and the sun shining 
brightly, he remained in his quarters 
nearly the whole of the afternoon 
alone. When he came out, I noticed 
that his face was a shade paler than 
usual, and that there seemed to be 
something on his mind of more than 
ordinary impertance. Returning just 
before dark, he dispatched an orderly 
to the quarters of the officer I men- 
tioned, who was presently in attend- 
ance. | 
After a preliminary conversation, 
which lasted some half an hour, Wash- 
ington, gazing upon his companion 
with a strange look of dignity whicb 
he alone could command, said to the 
latter: | 

I do not know whether it was owing 
to the anxiety of my mind or what, 
but this afternoon, as I was sitting at 
this very table engaged in preparing a 
dispatch, something in the apartment 
seemed to disturb me. 

Loeoking up, I beheld, standing 
exactly opposite me, a singularly heau- 
tiful figure. So astonished was 1— 
for I had given strict orders not to be 
disturbed—that it was some moments 
before I found language to inquire the 
cause of her presence. A second, 
third, and fourth time did I repeat the 
question, but received no answer from 
my mysterious visitor. I began to feel 
as one dying, or rather to experience 
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the sensation which I havé sometimes 
imagined accompanied dissolution. I 
did not think, reason, or move; all 
were alike impossible. I was only 
conscious of gazing fixedly, vacantly, 
at my companion. 

Presently I heard a voice saying :— 
Son of the Republic, look and learn!“ 
while at the same time my visitor ex- 
tended her arm and forefinger east- 
wardly. I now beheld a heavy white 
vapor at some distance rising fold upon 
fold. This gradually disappeared, and 
I looked upon a strange scene. Before 
me lay stretched out in one vast plain 
all the countries of the World—Ka- 
rope, Asia, Africa, and America. I saw 
rolling and tossing between Europe 
and America the billows of the Atlan- 
tic, and between Asia and America 
lay the Pacifie. 

„Son of the Republic,” said the 
same mysterious voice as before, look 
and learn? A century cometh—look 
and learn.” 

At that moment I beheld a dark, 
shadowy being like an angel, standing, 
or rather floating in mid air between 
Eurepe and America. 

Dipping water out of the ecean in 
the hollow of his hand, he sprinkled 
some water on America with his right 
hand, while he cast some upon Eng- 
land with his left. Immediately a 
dark cloud arose from each of these 
countries, and joined in mid ocean. 
For awhile it remained stationary, 
and then moved to the westward, un- 
til it enveloped America in its murky 
folds. Sharp flashes of lightning now 
gleamed through it at intervals, and I 
heard the smothered groans of the 
American people. 

A second time the angel dipped 

from the ocean, and sprinkled it out 
as before. The dark eloud was then 
drawn to the ocean, inte whose heavi 
waves it sunk from view. A thi 
time [ heard the mysterious voice, 
saying, Son of the Republic, look 
and learn.” 
I cast my eyes upon America, and 
beheld villages, towns, and cities 
springing up one after another, until 
the whole land from the Atlantic to 
the Pacific was detted with them. 

At this the shadowy angel turned 
his face southward, and from Africa I 


saw an ill omened spectre approaching 
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our land. It flitted slowly and heavily 
over every village, town, and city of 
the latter, the inhabitants of which 
set themselves in battle array, one 
against the other. As I continued 
looking, I saw a bright angel on whose 
brow rested a crown of light, on which 


was traced the word uUNIoN, be 
the American flag, which he placed 
between the divided nations, and said 
—‘‘ Remember! ye are brethren !” 

Instantly the inhabitants, casting 
forth their weapons, became friends 
once more, and united around the 
national standard. And again I heard 
the mysterious voice—‘ — of the 
Republic, the second peril is passed— 
look and learn !” 

And I beheld the villages and cities 
of America increase in size and num- 
ber, till at last they covered all the 
land from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
and their inhabitants became as count- 
less as the stars in heaven, or the sand 
upon the sea shore. 3 

And again I heard the mysterious 
voice saying— Son of the Republic, 
the end of a century cometh—look 
and learn.” 

At this the dark and shadowy angel 

laced a trumpet to his mouth and 
— three distinct blasts, and taking 
water from the ocean, sprinkled it out 
upon Europe, Asia and Africa. 

Then my eyes looked upon a fearful 
scene. From each of these countries 
arose thick black clouds, which soon 
joined into one; and throngh this 
mass gleamed a dark, red light, by 
which I saw hordes of armed men who, 
moving with the cloud, marched by 
land and sailed by the sea to America 
which country was presently envelo 
in the volume of the cloud. And I 
dimly saw these vast armies devastate 
the whole country, and pillage and 
burn the villages, cities and towns I 
bad beheld springing up. As my ear 
listened to the thundering of canno 
clashing of swords, and shouts an 
cries of the millions in mortal com- 
bat, I again heard the mysterious voice 
saying—Son of the Republic, look and 
learn.” 

When the voice had ceased, the 
dark, shadowy angel placed his trum- 

t once more to his mouth, and blew 
a long and fearful blast. 

Instantly, light, as from a thousand 
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suns, shone down from above me, 
and * and broke into fragments 
the dark cloud which enveloped Amer- 
ica. At the same moment I saw the 
angel upon whose forebead still shone 
the word Union, and who bore our 
national flag in one hand, and a sword 
in the other, descend from heaven, 
attended by legions of bright spirits, 
These immediately joined the inhab- 
itants of America, who seemed to take 
courage, again closed up their ranks 
and renewed the battle. Again, amid 
the fearful noise of the conflict, I 
heard a mysterious voice gp 

look and 


„Son of the Republic, 
learn.“ 

As* the voice ceased, the shadowy 
angel, for the last time, dipped water 


from the ocean and sprinkled it on 
America. Instantly the dark cloud 


‘rolled back, together with the armies 


it had brought, leaving the inhabitants 
of the land victorious. e 

Then once more | beheld the villa- 
ges, towns and cities springing up 
where they had been before, while the 
bright angel, planting the azure stand- 
ard he had brought, in the midst of 
them, cried in aloud voice to the in- 
habitants— While the stars remain 
and the heavens send down dew upon 
the earth, so long shall the Republic 
last.“ 

And taking from his brow the crown, 
on which blazed the word Union, he 
placed it upon the standard, while all 
the people, kneeling down, said— 
„Amen!“ 

The scene instantly began to fade 
and dissolve ; and I saw nothing but 
the rising, curling white vapor I had 
first beheld. This also disappearing, 
I found myself once more gazing upon 
my mysterious visitor, who in the same 
R voice I had heard before, 
said : | 

Son of the Republic, what you 
have seen is thus interpreted : Three 
2 will come upon the Republic. 

he most fearful is the second, 
which the whole world uni sh 


never be able to prevail against her. 
Let every child of the Republic learn 
to live for his God, his land and 
union.” 

With these words the figure 2 
and- 


birth, 


ished. I started from my seat 
felt that I had been shown the 


| 
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p and destiny of the Republic 
of the United States. Disunion will 
be her destruction: Such, my 
friends, were the words I heard from 
Washington’s own lips, and America 


will do well to profit by them. Let 
her remember that in Union she has 
strength, in Disunion is her destruc- 
tion. 


POLITICAL CORRUPTION. 
— —ͤ—ͤ—— 


It was very refreshing, and rather 
amusing, to read the admirable reso- 
lutions recently adopted by the Union 
League Club of this city, looking to 
reform in the mode of making nomi- 
nations to public office. Those manly, 
patriotic and sensible resolves struck a 
powerful blow at the manipulation of 
nominating conventions by office hold- 
ers and professional politicians, and 
they set forth, in emphatic terms, the 
necessity and daty of the performance 
of that particular service by the 
„people,“ as a distinct race of beings 
from the class of men into whose 
hands this business is now com- 
mitted. 

We say these sentiments are re- 
freshing. So far has the body poli- 
tic” gone into corruption, and so deep 
the coma into which the nation has 
sunk, it is like a gale of pure air in a 
dungeon, or a stream of light in its 

itch darkness, to hear from any intel- 
ligent and influential body of citizens 
such a protest and appeal. We are 
assured, when such a hail is heard 
from the ship of state, that all on board 
are not insensible to her danger, and 
that she is not going down without 
making at least a sign. 

It is amusing also. Such resolu- 
tions are not new. They have been 
in substance made and reiterated and 
published annually by reforming com- 
mittees and conventions and clubs, 
and what have they done? While 
they are in process of adoption, and 
the eloquence of speeches in their sup- 
port is yet vibrating on the air, the 
men whom those resolves are intended 
to extinguish are quietly holding their 
putting in nomi- 
nation regular party candidates, 

king the coming convention, and 

ying the rails on which the trading 
liticians expect to run their men 
into office at the ensuing election. The 


men, the intelligent, honest, patriotic 
Christian citizens who ought to be at 
work at the prim meetings, are 
passing patriotic resolves at the clubs, 
or toasting their feet in their snug 
chimney corners at home. 

But the time has come for action, 
and the time for talk has passed by. 
This country, our form of govern- 
ment, the ark of Republican free- 
dom, is in greater danger of total 
destruction now, than it was in 1860. 
The danger is the greater now because 
it is a moral ruinthatimpends. War, 
oven civil war, may sweep over the 
land and cover the harvest fields with 
the bones of our first born. And the 
flowers will bloom again over the 
graves of the dead, and harvests be 
increased by the fertilizing blood of 
citizens. But for National moral cor- 
ruption there is no resurrection. Na- 
tions that sink in their own rottenness 
go down into everlasting shame and 
contempt, living only in history as 
warning lessons to succeeding ages. 

He must be blind and deaf who does 
not know that we, as a people, have 
reached the verge of that precipice 
over which no Nation ever fell and 
rose — It may be exaggeration 
to apply the language of the Prophet 
to the American Nation. The whole 
head is sick and the whole heart faint; 
from the sole of the foot even to the 
head, there is no soundness in it.” 

Bat it is as safe as it is sad to say 
that the party politics of the country 
are corrupt — the possibility ot 
exaggeration. There is no need of 
any very nice discriminations as to who 
or what is most in the slough. One 
points to the other with the finger of 
shame, and it is but a question of op- 
portunity. ‘‘The Washington ring 
beats the Tweed ring out of sight,” is 
the sententious ession and retort 
by which corrupt men in the two great 
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Sore are stigmatized in the same 
ine. It is not important to make 
political capital out of stock in which 
the bold, bad men of all parties trade, 
and will trade until they are driven 
to their hiding places and prisons. 
The most disheartening feature in 
the whole case is the unwillingness of 
the people to regard it as anything 
more than a party fight. The painful 
truth is apparent in the manner of 
condneting investigations in Congres- 
sional committees. Party advantage, 
more than public virtue, seems to be 
the ultimate end of much of the work 
that is done. : 
The party that hesitates to vote 
supplies when the enemy is approach- 
ing the capital is confessedly in league 
with the foe. The enemy that threat- 
ens the Nation now is corruption, 
and all hands should join in the 
_ patriotic purpose of reaching its 
sources, drying up its foul streams 
and saving the country. 
This is the year of all years for such 
a revival, and such a regenerating and 
saving work. It is of all years in our 
National life, the one to be made 
memorable and glorious in our history 
by the redemption of the government 
from the grasp of politicians, and its 
establishment in the hands of the peo- 
ple. This is the year, first, because it 
ls our centennial year; and, secondly, 
because it is the year of the Presiden- 
tial election. 
The -patriotic, national, old-time 
sentiment of the fathers of the re- 
ublic is stirred as it was never before. 
very principle of honor, virtue, faith, 
and courage that made our indepen- 
dence a boon to Americans and man- 
kind, comes to the front and appeals 
to us to be wise and brave, and in- 
dependent now, when the country 
reels under the staggering influences 
of base, venal, tradiny politicians. 
Both the great political parties have 
named the day for their National Con- 
ventions to nominate Presidential can- 
didates. It is not to be expected that 
any third party will be in the field. 
The political millennium has not come 
when good men of all parties will rush 
toacommon standard, and unite on 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


one true great statesman in whom all 
men trust, and say to him, Be our 
leader and defense.” We ex no 
such miracle of healing for the Na- 
tion. Our hope is, and toward this 
declaration of hope, all this discourse 
tends, that the revelations of corrup- 
tion have been so timely and so start- 
ling that Borg parties will be compel- 
led by the pressure of a roused public: 
opinion, to call to the head of their 
ticket the best man they can find in 
their respective ranks. It . is on all 
hands admitted that there has been no 
time since 1860 when the issue of a 
Presidential election was more doubt- 
ful. Both sides figure a majority. 
And there waa never, in our recollec- 
tion, a canvass in which each party 
was more divided on questions of 
National and private interest, such 
as currency, revenue, etc., so that the 
ties of party sit lightly on the limbs 
of ‘its adherents. In this state of 
things, the interest and the duty of 
each party are to subordinate merely 
political questions to the higher senti- 
ment of character. Integrity of states- 
manship, that lofty sentiment of 
honor and right which made Wash- 
ington the model for all countries, 
and the living example for successive 
ages, is the type of man for the times 
on which we have fallen. The party 
that finds such a man, or even one who 
suggests the possibility of such virtues. 
in himself, will command the intel- 
ligent, grateful appreciation of mil- 
lions of American citizens. If there 
are two such men to be found, we 
hope (alas, how faint the hope) that 
one of them may head the ticket of 
each of the political parties, and that 
with the success of either we may hail 
with gratitude the reign of sensitive 
honor, integrity that like seasoned 
timber, neither gives nor takes, and 
that righteousness which exalteth a 
Nation. Then shall sin cease to be 
our reproach, and God, even our own 
God, shall bless us. 

There are men enough who read this 
paper every week to make these traths 
dominant in both parties. O that 
they were wise, that they understood 
this !—New York Observer. 


Socrates being asked the way to honest fame, said, Study to be what you 


wish to seem.” 
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PERSISTENT EFFORTS FOR PROSCRIPTION. 


There is one rather remarkable 
thing in the history of this Territory, 
and that is the persistent efforts made 
to procure special legislation from 
Congress, of a proscriptive character, 
affecting the community here. Every 
session of Congress some sach bill or 
bills have been presented and urged 
upon the attention of that body. Of 
late years these bills have been of a 
very extreme and vindictive character, 
utterly regardless of the established 
rights of citizens, and apparently de- 
signed to take away every distinctive 
right and privilege of American 
citizens, and to reduce the inhab- 
itants of this Territory, or the greater 
part of them, to a position of practical 
serfdom, unknown elsewhere in the 
civilized world. 

The present session there are three 
or four bills of this class before Con- 
gress, and the unprincipled parties 
who favor them are urging their pas- 
sage with all the ability and cunning 
they are masters of. It is proposed to 
disqualify a large majority of the peo- 
ple of the Territory from jury duty, 
to disfranchise them, to disfranchise 


the women, and to put official power 
as far as ible into the hands of a 
small and unscrupulous minority, thus 

ractically de- Americanizing the whole 

erritory, and forcing a rigid polity 
upon the people here, entirely opposed 
to the progressive = of the age and 
the long and loudly boasted freedom 


of American government. 


It may be that,. in the logic of 
events, Providence, in view of the 
great and confessed lack of integrity 
in American public life, and the 
natural sequence that unless some- 
thing reparatory is done, the nation 
must sink to ruin, permits these 
proscriptive measures to subserve a 
double purpose—to give their authors, 
aiders, and abettors opportunity to 
manifest their owr glaring inconsis- 
tency and utter unworthiness; and 
at the same time to prove, by rigorous 
and undeniable tests that there is a 
people whose lives are regulated by 
principle, and who therefore are 
worthy to be exalted in due time to 
positions of the highest importance 
and responsibility in the land.—De- 
seret News. 


TERRIBLE TIMES IN CHICAGO. 
—0— 


Under the above caption the Omaha 
Herald has the following, which is of 
sufficient interest to be almost sensa- 
tional :— 

** According to Mr. Storey, they 
are having terrible times in Chicago 
with the ballot-box stuffers, and the 
Times is out in a double-leaded leader 
urging the organization of a Vigilance 
Committee among the owners of the 
great city to rescue it from bummers 
and robbers after the example of San 


Francisco in 1850. It openly declares 
for this measure and says that city is 
ready for ‘the hemp business.’ Italics 
not ourown. It says that the ballot- 
box stuffers ‘shall depart from this 
city or die.’ 

It is evident that there are terrible 
times in Chicago. It is believed and 
asserted that a provisional government 


organized by vigilantes pending the 


city election next week is inevitable.” 


It is when the bour of conflict is over, that history comes to a right under- 


standing of the strife, and is ready to exclaim: Lo 


it not. 
People are 


God is here, we knew 


ne to condemn in others what they practise in themselves 
without scruple. Plutarch tells of a wolf, who, peeping into a hut where a 


couple of shepherds were regaling themselves with — — of mutton, exclaimed, 


**what a clamor they would have raised if they 


quet.“ 


caught me at such a ban- 


* 


4 


¥ 

A 


- 4 


4 


* 
— 


* 


4 


9 

4 

of 


312 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ e STAR, 


— 


MONDAY, MAY 15, 1876. 


—y— — — 


THE GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE. 
—0 

Way do the Latter-day Saints gather? This question is frequently asked, 
and may be briefly answered thus: Because God has so commanded them. 
There is much, very much, that might be said upon the truth, harmony, and 
fitness of the gathering. In its broadest significance, the gathering is a tangi- 
ble evidence of obedience to the will of God, which no mere profession of 
belief could exemplify. This act of obedience to the will of God on the part 
of Abraham was necessary towards constituting him an inheritor of the land 
of Canaan; and it secured that land tovhim, and to his seed after him, for an 
everlasting possession. It is therefore not strange that those who profess to be 
Christ’s, and aa such, Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise, 
should be commanded of the Almighty as was Abraham. Jesus said of the 
Jews, if ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of Abraham,” 
thus making their works the test of their rights in the promised inheritance, 
and thereby discriminating betwixt the natural seed of Abraham if unbeliev- 
ers, and the faithful, whether Jews or Gentiles. For as Paul said to the 
Galatians, ‘‘ Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the same are the 
children of Abraham; for ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ 
Jesus; for as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ ; there is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there 
is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus; and if ye be 
Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.” But 
the Jews fell because of their unbelief, and were cut off from the possession 
of their inheritance, and will remain so until the fullness of the Gentiles be 
come in, when all Israel shall be saved, according to God’s covenant with the 
fathers. In this respect, then, Jews and Gentiles stand upon an equal footing ; 
in order to salvation all must believe in Christ, all must be baptized into 
Christ, and if Christ’s then are they Abraham’s seed, and if Abraham’s seed 
then will they do the works of Abraham. We repeat, therefore, as a test of 
obediétioe alone, it is not at all strange that the Lord should require his people 
to forsake the lands of their nativity as did Abraham, and to exemplify that, 

in the words of the Savior, they are willing to leave house, or brethren, or 
sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for Christ’s sake, 
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and the Gospel’s, that they may receive an hundred-fold now in this time, 
houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children and lands, with 
persecutions ; and in the world to come eternal life.” 

The gathering is also in literal fulfillment of Scriptural prophecy. No be- 
liever in Scripture can gainsay the fact that some time prior to the second 
advent of the Messiah a great gathering of the seed of Abraham must take 

The learned Dr. Clarke in his treatise entitled: The Evidences of 
natural and revealed religion,” has the following: — It is also farther, both 
largely and distinctly predicted, as well by Moses himself, as by all the follow- 
ing Prophets, that notwithstanding this unexampled dispersion of God's 
people, ‘yet for all that, when they be in the land of their enemies, God will 
not destroy them utterly ;’ but when they sball call to mind among the na- 
tions, whither God has driven them, and shall return unto tie Lord, he will 
turn their captivity, and gather them from all nations, from the outmost parts 
of heaven, even in the latter days:’ That ‘though he makes a full end of 
all,’ other ‘nations, yet be will not make a full end of them; but ‘a rem- 
nant of them’ shall be preserved, and ‘return out of all countries whither 
God has driven them:’ That be ‘ will sift the house of Israel among all na- 
tions, like as corn is sifted in a sieve ; yet shall not the least grain fall upon 
the earth:’ That ‘the Lord shall set his hand again the second time, to 
recover the remnant of his people, and shall set up an ensign for the nations, 
and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed 
of Judah from the four corners of the earth: For ‘I will bring thy seed from 
the east,’ saith the Lord, ‘and gather thee from the west; I will say to the 
north, give up; and to the south, keep not back; bring my eons from far, and 
my daughters from the ends of the earth: Behold, I will lift up my hand to 
the Gentiles, and set up my standard to the people, and they shall bring thy 
sons in their arms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders ; 
For a small moment have I forsaken thee, but with great mercy will I gather 
thee: In a little wrath I hid my face from thee, for a moment; but with 
everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee.’ And that these prophecies 
might not be applied to the return from the seventy years captivity in Babylon 
{which moreover was not a dispersion into ‘all nations’,) they are expressly 
referred to the ‘ latter days,’ not only by Moses, but by Hosea, who lived long 
after, (For the children of Israel shall abide Many Days without a king, and 
without a prince, aad without a sacrifice ; AFTERWARD they shall return, and 
seek the Lord their God, and David their king, and shall fear the Lord and 
his goodness in the Latrer Days’) and by Ezekiel, who lived in the captivity 
itself; After Many Days’ (speaking of those who should oppose the return 
of the Israelites,) ‘thou shalt be visited, in the Latrer Ygars, thou shalt 
come into the land ;—upon the people that are gathered out of the nations ;— 
In that day, when my people of Israel dwelleth safely,—thou shalt come up 
against them, —it shall be in the Larrer Days.’ These predictions therefore 
necessarily belong to that age, when ‘ the times of the Gentiles’ shall be ‘ful- 
filled,’ and ‘the fullness of the Gentiles’ be come in.” Such are the remarks 
of the Rev. Dr. Clarke, on the literal character of the gathering.. 

It was revealed to John the revelator, that before the destruction of the 
kingdoms of this world, angels would bear certain greatland important mes- 


— 


~ 
1 “Thaw * 


a * 
— 


— 


4 


82 


4 


4 
a 
55 


* 
* 
* 


| 
| 
| 
| 


314 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


sages to earth's inhabitants. One of these holy messengers was to have 
„the everlasting Gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, 
and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, saying with a 
loud voice : Fear God, and give glory to him ; for the hour of his judgment is 
come.” (Rev. xiv, 6; 7.) Another angel or another voice from heaven was to 
preclaim : ‘‘ Come out of Babylon, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, 
and that ye receive not of her plagues ; for her sins have reached unto heaven, and 
God hath remembered her iniqnities. Therefore shall ber plagues come in one day, 
death, and mourning, and famine ; and she shall be utterly burned with fire ; 
for strong is the Lord Ged who judgeth her. And in her was found the blood 
of prophets, and of saints, and of all that were slain upon the earth.” Rev. 
xviii, 4—24. From this it is clear that the Gospel could not have been upon 
the earth for a length of time until just antecedent to the hour of God's judg- 
ment, else there would have been no need for its restoration. In this light 
we readily understand our Savior’s reply to his disciples, when asked what 
shall be the sign of thy cuming, and of the end of the word ; ‘‘ And this Gospel 
of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations ; dnd then shall the end come.” The Gospel has been restored, and 
in the manner predicted, for a holy angel, namely, John the Baptist, appeared 
to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery, May 15, 1829, and ordained them with 
authority to administer the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. 
As that portion of Scripture has already been fulfilled, the judgments of God 
must therefore be close at hand. In like manner did another holy angel, 
namely Moses, appear to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery in the Temple of 
the Lord in Kirtland, April 3, 1836, and committed unto them the keys of the 
gathering of Israel ; and for upwards of thirty-five years have the people of God 
been gathering out of Babylon. In the meantime the blood of holy Prophets 
and Saints has been cruelly shed, and, although, as the Savior said of the 
Pharisees, ‘‘ 1f I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin; 
but now they have no cloak for their sin,” yet he also quoted to these Pharisees 
the wisdom of God, saying: ‘‘I will send them prophets and apostles, and 
some of them they shall slay and persecute, that the blood of all the prophets, 
which was shed from the foundation of the world, may be required of this 
generation, from the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, which perished 
between the altar and the temple : verily I say unto you it shall be required of 
this generation.” Luke xi, 42—51. The Jews rejected Jesus and put him to 
death, and by this act, notwithstanding their boasted piety, and their reverence 
for the law of Moses and the written word of God, they entailed upon them- 
selves the blood of Jesus and all the holy Prophets. Who cannot perceive, 
that upon this very principle, the judgments of the Almighty can never be 
visited upon the earth, as predicted, without the revelation of living Prophets 
and Apostles to the generation in which those judgments sball transpire ? 
From the days of Noah, who was a Prophet called of God to warn men of 
wickedness, preparatory to judgment, to the days of Jesus, the whole tenor of 
Scripture history teaches that lesson. Jesus said: As it was in the days of 
Noah, and of-Lot, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man.” Again, 
he said: He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me; and he that 
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receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.” And by Scripture and by parity of 
reasoning we are taught that whosoever rejecteth a Prophet sent of God, 
rejecteth Jesus and he who sent him. D. McK. 


. 


WasktNxdrox's Vision. — We have published Washington’s vision at the 
request of a few subscribers, although we do so without endorsement or eom- 
ment, merely submitting it to our readers for just what they think it worth. 


A REVELATION AND PROPHECY BY THE PRoPHET JossPH.—We have also 
republished this remarkable revelation and prophecy, a portion of which has 
already been so manifestly fulfilled in the late American rebellion ; which, we 
think, should serve to all as an earnest of its full and complete fulfillment in 
the due time of the Lord. It is especially interesting to those who by yielding 
obedience to the Gospel ef Christ have received its gifts and blessings, and 
thereby attained to a sure knowledge that Joseph Smith was indeed a Prophet 
of God. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—Elder John Woodhouse is released from 
the Presidency of the Bristol Conference, and is appointed to take charge o 
the company which will leave on the 24th May. 

Elder Wm. M. Evans is released from traveling in the Liverpool Conference, 
and is appointed to the Presidency of the Bristol Conference. 

Elder John Hopkin, President of the Norwich Conference, is released to 
return home. 

Elder John Parry, traveling in the Norwich Conference, is appointed to the 
Presidency of that Conference. 

Elder Edward Hanham, late of the Liverpool Office, and now traveling in 
the Bristol Conference, is released to return home. 

Elder Robert Hogg, traveling in the Glasgow Conference, is released to re- 
turn home. 2 

Elder Wm. Nelson, traveling in the Durham and Newcastle Conference, is 
released to return home. 

The Elders released to return home are expected to sail with the 24th May 
Company, and we cordially wish them a safe and pleasant journey. 


Derarture.—Elder Mons Peterson left this port to return to Utah, on Wed- 
nesday, 10th inst., in Guion and Co’s steamship Idaho. . D. McK. 


— 


A REVELATION AND PROPHECY BY THE PROPHET, SEER, AN 
REVELATOR, JOSEPH SMITH. 


GIVEN DECEMBER 25, 1832. 


“Verily thus saith the Lord, con- var will be poured out upon all na- 
cerning the wars that will shortly come | tions, inning at that place; for 
to pass, beginning at the rebellion of | behold, the Southern States shall be. 
South Carolina, which will eventually | divided inst the Northern States, 
terminate in the death and misery of | and the Southern States will call on 
many souls. The days will come that | other nations, even the nation of Great 
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Britain, as it is called, and they shall 
also call upon other nations, in order 
to defend themselves against other 
nations; and thus war shall be poured 
out upon all nations. And it shall 
come to pass, after many days, slaves 
shall rise up against their Masters, 
who shall a marshalled and disci- 
plined for war: And it shall come to 
also, that the remnants who are 
left of the land will marshal them- 
selves, and shall become exceedin 
angry, and shall vex the Gentiles wit 
a sore vexation; and thus, with the 
sword, and by bloodshed, the inhabi- 
tants of the earth shall mourn ; and 
with famine, and plague, and earth- 


quakes, and the thunder of Heaven, 
and the fierce and vivid lightning also, 
shall the inhabitants of the earth be 
made to feel the wrath, and indigna- 
tion, and chastening hand of an Al- 
mighty God, until the consumption 
decreed, hath made a full end of all 
nations; that the cry of the Saints, 
and of the blood of the Saints, shall 
cease to come up into the ears of the 
Lord of Sabbaoth, from the earth, to 
be avenged of their enemies. Where- 
fore, stand ye in holy places, and be 
not moved, until the day of the Lord 
come; for behold it cometh quickly, 
saith the Lord. Amen.” 


CURRESPONDENCE. 


— 


AT SEA. 


Steamship Wisconsin, 
100 miles from New York, 
Sunday, April 23, 1876. 
Prest. A. Carrington. 

Dear Brother,—We have had a cold, 
stormy voyage, most of the way. 
Brothers Payne and Bryan have been 
#ea-sick nearly every day, and the 
weather has just been bad enough to 
keep us all a little out of tune. The 
pilot has just come on board. This 
morning the weatber is beautiful and 
clear. All hands are on deck anxiously 
looking for land. 

5 p.m. We have held two meetings 
to-day ; this morning in the saloon ; 
this afternoon on deck. Brother 
Payne addressed the congregation in 
the morning. Brothers Goodliffe and 
Bryan in the afternoon. After the 
latter meeting one good Christian made 
considerable of a raid on our princi- 
plés, aud made himself appear very 


The Captain and Officers of the ship 
have been exceedingly kind to us, and 
allowed us to hold meetings at our 
pleasure. The passengers and crew 
all treated us well. e have hada 
good time together, and ‘parted the 
best of friends, cabin passengers re- 
marking that their prejndice against 
Mormonism” was greatly dimin- 
ished. We hope we have sown some 
good seed on good soil. 

We wish to be kindly remembered 
to all of the Saints in the respective 
Conferences where we have been la- 
boring, sincerely thanking them for 
all kindness unto us. 

Best respects to yourself and all at 
42.” 

Your brethren in the Gospel, 
8. Empey, 
J. Payne, 
A. Goop.Lirre, 
W. A. C. Bryan. 

P. S. New York, Monday, April 
24th, 10 a.m.; just landed—all in 


ridiculous. | better health. W. B. 
UTAH NEWS. 
From the Deseret News: — 


PLasTERING FinisHep.—The plastaning on the walls of the St. George Tem- 


ple was finished yesterday (April 5th). 


Missionaries RetToRNED.—Last night(April7th) Elders Joseph E. Taylor and 
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O. V. Spencer, of this city, and Elder Isaac Bullock, of Provo, arrived in this 

city, from Western Iowa. They have been laboring, during the last few months, 

in Council Bluffs and vicinity, and during their absence, baptized thirty-six 

persons, organised four branches of the Church, blessed eight children, married 

one couple and, besides a large amount of other preaching, delivered three 
funeral dicourses. 


Important Coat Discovery.—This morning (April 8th), brother J. Perkins, 
of Randolph, Bear Lake Co., showed us a specimen of coal, apparently of 
splendid quality, taken from a claim discovered late last Fall, by a young 
man from Logan, named Bevin. The location of the deposit is eighteen 
miles north-east from Randolph and twenty miles from the Union Pacific Rail- 
road, and the deposit is said to be very large. The article is light and glossy, 
and looks as if it would coke readily. There is another claim, on Twin Creek, 
which has been worked for some time, where coking is going on satisfactorily, 
ten miles from the location first named. 


Gorne To Provo.— Prof. Karl G. Maeser, principal of the 20th Ward Aca- 
demy, will leave for Provo in about a couple of weeks, for the purpose of taking 
charge of the Brigham — Academy (an institution recently endowed by 
Prest. Young) at that place. Brother Maeser is a gentleman of liberal culture 
and education, and, we believe, well qualified for the position he is about 
to assume. 


Tun Conrerence.—The forty-sixth annual Conference was well attended 


throughout, especially yesterday, (April 9th) when the assemblage, both 
morning and afternoon, was immense, there being scarcely standing room left 
in the spacious building at the last meeing, somewhere between 10,000 and 
12,000 people being present. A good spirit prevailed and excellent teachings 
were-given at each of the meetings, but it was a matter of great regret that the 
delicate state of President Young’s health would not admit of his attendance 
during the last two days. | 


LeaTHER.—Messrs. Joseph Tyrrell and Joseph Hall, of Ogden, called and 
showed us a woman’s shoe, made of native calf-skin, by brother Tyrrell, the 
leather of which was also tanned by him. Experts pronounce the leather equal 
to any ever tanned in Utah, and the shoe an excellent and substantial article. 


Tae ‘‘ Mormon” Press.—The Idaho World remarks :—‘* However the Utah 
press is to be condemned for standing by their religious belief, a Mormon news- 
paper is seldom seen advocating the wrong side of a question.” 


Tue Concert.—The Gilmore Concert Matinee at the New Tabernacle afforded 
equal satisfaction to the large audience assembled, with that at the Theatre the 
evening previous, and it was with much regret that many in the audience saw 
the talented band pack up their music and march off to the railway. They 
were escorted from the Temple Block to the Depot by the excellent band of the 
14th Infantry from Camp Douglas, under the leadership of Prof. La Mar. 


INTERESTING FRoM Kanas.—Brother W. D. Johnson, Jun., writes as fol- 
lows from Kanab, under date of April 5th: — On my way south, at Cove 
Creek, I obtained some fine specimens of native sulphur, which is nearly pure 
and, I understand, is quite abundant and easy of access. When we arriv 
at Toker we found the people much excited about the mines found in that re- 
gion of country. I was shown specimens of silver, copper and manganese ore, 
some of which I think is valuable. They have discovered mines at Toker, 
Leeds, Virginia City, and Workman’s Ranch. The people of Kanab do not 
seem to be affected with the mining fever. Through the exertions of our 
Bishop, L. John Nuttall, the United Order is running along smoothly, almost 
every family being now connected with it. All the farming, so far, has been 
done in that organization. They have also enlarged the field and the prospects 
are good for a plentiful harvest. The Arizona missionaries have all passed 
with the exception of eight or ten teams. They seem to feel first-rate, an 
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their teams, as a general thing, look well. Brother Andrew Gibbons, from 
the Moencoppy, gave us a good report of the Indian mission at that place, 
on Sunday, a wee . Everything on the east side of the Colorado River 
seems to be — Yor the benefit of the brethren who have gone there to 
settle. There have been six or seven of the Moquis Indians baptized by the 
brethren, and prospects of many more receiving the Gospel.” 


Gold Souta.—Elders Milton H. Hardy and B. Morris Young started this 
morning, on a trip to St. George. They are traveling in the interests of the 
Young Men’s Mutual Improvement Associations, and will hold meetings in all 
the settlements not previously visited by them. They will go via Scipio, Fill- 
more and Parowan, returning via the Sevier Country. 


. Prospzrovus.—The reports laid before the stockholders of the 20th Ward 
©o-operative store, at the meeting held last night, showed that concern to be 
in a prosperous condition. The dividend for the six months was one dollar 
to each share, originally of $5 each, but now valued at $7,50. Besides this 
the store is — free from indebtedness and has considerable of a contin- 
gent fundonhand. Brother Charles Sansom, the Superintendent, has managed 
the business jadiciously, to the satisfaction of the stockholders, who, last even- 
ing, re-elected the old beard of directors.” 


Marriep.—Yesterday, Mr. James T. Little, son of Mayor Little, and 
Miss Birdie Clawson, the intelligent and accomplished daughter of H. B. Claw- 
son, Esq., both of this city, were united in marriage, President Brigham 
Young performing the ceremony. In the evening the happy couple held a 
reception at the residence of the bride’s father, when they were visited and 
congratulated by a large number of their friends. This morning Mr. and Mrs. 
Little left for the East, expecting to be absent several weeks. 


* 

Norzs rrem Cepaz Crrr, Uran.—Bishop Lunt, of Cedar City, hands us 
the fellowing :—Started our Co-operative stere April, 1869, and up to Oct. Stb, 
1875, the time of declaring the last dividend, the profits have averaged and 
been paid to the stock holders 43 per cent. per annum, besides adding 56 per 
cent. of the profits of the whole time to the capital stock of each ror. Bes and 
to-day our store stands free of debt and doing a thriving business. We kee 
the Rio Virgen and Provo Factory goods in good supply on our shelves, — 
are doing considerable business with those factories. Our co-operative sheep 
herd is our bank, and is the common currency of the settlement. It gives us 
wool, mutton, beef, bread, cheese, clothing, and very many comforts ; pays 
our blacksmith, carpenter, and mason’s bills and furnishes us money to pay our 
taxes and buy some little necessaries. It has averaged 46 per cent. per annum 
for the past three years, besides paying good wages to the employed. The 
expenses during part of the months of April and May, 1875, exceeded $3,000, 
and for the year, over $10,000. Last year we clipped in the spring some 29,000 
pounds of wool, considerable of which was traded in our store for heme-made 
goods, and we do not know of a pound that was sold to foreign agents. Our 

erd to day is in a very thriving condition, and promises a good increase for 
this year. We are also engaged in co-operative Stock, horse and lumber asso- 
ciations. They are not so prosperous for want of looking after. Nothing else 
stands in the way of their success. Our settlement is on the borders of our 
„Dixie,“ and has proved her nursing mother. We have raised bread and to 
spare for the past twenty years. Our Temple donations fer 1875 were $1,500, 
or thereabouts. Our people believe in paying their Tithing, as a general thing, 
and for 1876 ave $42 to each Tithing payer. We are not abounding in 
wealth, but we feel very comfortable in our circumstances. All are engaged 
in work in the spring, summer and autumn months, but in winter we are not 
20 industrious. Our fruit, grain and vegetables are of first-class quality; about 
ninety per cent. of our children attend Sabbath school, aud many of the fathers 
attend to teach and instruct. This winter has been the most severe of any 
since Cedar has been settled, with abundance of snow in the mountains. Seve- 
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ral head of stock have died on the range. Meetings are well attended, and a 
livelier interest is being taken in the work by the Saints in this place. 

UrntaH RESRVATTION.— A bill was passed in Congress restoring the Uintah 
reservation, in this Territory, to the public domain. 

Tae “ Instructor.” —Before us we have number six of the current volume 
of the Juvenile Instructor, tilled with reading matter pleasing and instructive 
to young, middle-aged and old. 


From the Salt Lake Herald: 


RAILROAD FREIGHT Business.—The fact that the freight traffic of local roads 
for the first three months this year, shows considerable increase over the corres- 
nding period last year, is indicative of an improvement in business. In 
March, 1876, the freight receipts by the Utah Central amounted to 17,640,818 


unds, against 12,822,875 in March, 1875. In the same menths there was 


orwarded by the road 4,651,319 pounds in 1876, and 4,456,473 pounds in 1875. 
In March 1876, the Utah Southern brought in 5,565,184 pounds; in March, 1875, 
4,899,570 pounds; carrried out, March, 1876, 7, 103, 755 pounds; March, 1875, 
5,613,472 pounds. 

All the indications favor a livelier business season in Utah than we have expe- 


rienced since 1873. Not only are the prospects of general business improving, 
but the mines are turning out larger quantities of rich ore than ever before. 


From the Ogden Junction : — 


Mr. John Makin and others have run a tunnel 150 feet to tap a vein of coal, 
a few miles north-east of Clarkston, Cache Co., and expect to reach the bed 
about fifty feet further, good anthracite, several feet thick. The surface coal 
specimens promise well. 


SotuTion of Copic AND Br-Quapratic Equations: By Orson Pratt, 
Szen.—The above work, issued from a London press, contains some discussions 
which are unique and valuable. Its author, Orson Pratt, is one of the leaders 
in the Mormon Church at Salt Lake City. Inthe preface the author claims, 
by the discovery of the Equation of Differences, and corrollaries resulting 
therefrom, to have dispensed with the abstruse theorem of Sturm, and the 
very laborious method of Horner, in determining the limits and approximate 
numerical values of the real roots of an equation. We have given some atten- 
tion to the author’s claims. While many of his discussions, such as the com- 
position, divisibility, and reduction of equations, are by no means new and 
novel, being substantially the same as may be found in any Higher Algebra,” 
there are some discussions which we have never seen elsewhere, and in which 
we have taken much interest. Among these may be mentioned a very simple 
and elegant method of transforming an equation into another whose roots shall 
be equal to those of the given equation multiplied by a given quantity, the 
2 — of Differences, and the Numerical solution of Cubics and Bi- 

uadratics.”” To those who are interested in the discussiens of higher equa- 
tions, this volume will be found both interesting and valuable.—Tllineis Wes- 
leyan University Alumni Journal. 


[As in all matters wherein mental penetration and sagacity may be applied 
the testimony of the learned carries greater weight, we here insert Elder 
Pratt’s testimony to the Book of Mormon ; a testimony which he has honor- 
ably maintainefl and defended in poverty, persecution, and great tribulation, 
for upwards of forty years. Elder Pratt says, I now bear my humble testi- 
mony to all the nations of the earth who shall read this series of pamphlets, 
that the Book of Mormon is a divine revelation, for the voice of the Lord hath 
declared it unto me.” This occurs in his treatise on the Divine Authenticity 
of the Book of Mormon,” to be had at this Office, price 6d. D. MoK.] 
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